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to the general question of training Indians for the defence of
their country the rules under the Territorial Force Act are about
to be published in their final form, and steps are being taken to
constitute a number of Territorial Infantry battalions in addition
to the University Training Corps. The response that is made
to the appeal for recruits for this Territorial Force will be the
measure of the genuineness of the demand to which you refer,
and I confidently expect that it will be such as to ensure the
success of the scheme, and to warrant an extension in the near
future. I cannot speak at present about the probable results
of the examination of Indian military requirements which is
now being made by a committee of which the Commander-in-
Chief is president and the Indian Members of Council as well as
Indian representatives of the Legislative Assembly and of the
Indian Army are members. As you know, the conclusions of
this committee, after examination by my Government, will be laid
before a sub-committee of the Committee of Imperial Defence in
England, and we must await their conclusions.

Finally, the claim of Indians to hold commissions in other
arms of His Majesty's military, naval, and air forces in India,
a claim with which I am in complete sympathy, is now receiving
our active attention. I think that I have said enough to satisfy
you that these questions you have ventilated are receiving the
earnest and sympathetic consideration of the Government of
India, and that our proposals are based upon that very principle
of truth relied upon by you. You have also referred to the
concern with which you view the increase of civil as well as of
military expenditure, and more especially the growing cost of
establishments. I can assure you that this problem has caused
my Government also the most anxious concern. On the one
hand we have a deep sense of responsibility to the Indian tax-
payer, and every desire to avoid increasing his burdens. On the
other hand, we realise that high prices, high taxation, and the
other economic results of the war, which have operated to create
discontent among members of public services throughout the
world, could not be expected to leave India unaffected. They
have in fact caused serious uneasiness among the members,
both British and Indian, of nearly all our services. This uneasi-
ness was even more marked in the subordinate and nmisteriog
services than in the superior services, and we were assured by
more than one local government that unless steps were taken
to assuage it we would be risking a complete breakdown of the
administration. It cannot be doubted that if you wish to